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Review by Pauline Nol
The Field Guide to Diseases of Wyoming Wildlife is the third iteration of Diseases of Wildlife in Wyoming, which originally was formatted as a comprehensive text on the subject. This newest work targets field personnel and is meant to be a user-friendly and practical book on identifying the most common disease conditions encountered among wild mammals and birds in Wyoming, USA. For each disease, the authors outline the causative agent, hosts, clinical signs, lesions, as well as management and public health significance. They also provide instructions for submitting samples of clinical materials for evaluation. To assist the reader in the process of preparing tissue or parasite samples for evaluation, the authors offer a very informative general overview of large mammal necropsy, sample collection, and shipping instructions. Importantly, the authors take care to emphasize the value of communicating directly with the diagnostic laboratories regarding preferred samples and their handling.
This guide is formatted so that the reader can consult sections specific to the family of mammals or birds he or she is observing at the time. Under those sections, the common diseases of those families are described and accompanied by photographs. The photographs are very useful; however, the captions are inconsistent and would have been more effective had all illustrations been clearly described, including identification of the depicted animal or tissue. There is, of course, extensive overlap in diseases affecting multiple mammalian and avian species, and these diseases are fully revisited in each section. While this aspect may at first make the guide seem overly repetitive, it is in this purposeful repetitiveness that its ease-of-use is highlighted. There is no need to page back to another section or navigate through complicated keys. Many readers already may be familiar with the Field Manual of Wildlife Diseases in the Southeastern United States, produced by the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study at the University of Georgia, Georgia, USA. The Wyoming field guide is comparable in format to its southeastern counterpart, although it limits its sections to the level of families, as opposed to the species level, as found in the other volume. It may have been useful for the Wyoming guide to have gone to species level; however, that might have resulted in the book becoming physically cumbersome and thus impractical for the field.
This book is dedicated to two icons in the field of wildlife health and management, Elizabeth Williams and Tom Thorne. Tom and Beth lived and worked predominantly in Wyoming, but their vast influence was and still is felt worldwide. They were passionate about their work and about the education of future wildlife professionals. This highly accessible, 
